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Episode One (A Series of Seven) THE PURPLE LANTERN 

From the Pacific to the east, I finally see through clouds and 
shimmering rain mist from the portholes of our special boat. Quiet 
waters usher us to the shores of Little Mystery Mountain somewhere 
in Japan. Calm winds become stronger with whispering force. There 
is a purple lantern swinging in harmony with a pure tone bell heard in 
the distance. And before my eyes, I now see a white bearded man in a 
black robe with his arms open wide to greet us. Incense is in the air. 

A royal princess is on our boat dressed in common clothes. She 
steps onto the unknown island as a safe retreat. No one is aware of 
her identity. My instruction was to deliver the only woman aboard the 
boat to Little Mystery Mountain. The purple lantern was the only 
signal. 

I am the navigator for the princess. We both know that the man in the 
black robe has the samurai spirit and the connection to clarity that the 
princess desperately needs in her world of no trust. As she stands 
still next to the white bearded sensei, I must depart with no hesitation 
or questions while the mountain’s shadowy image meets the moonlit 
sky. 
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Episode Two (A Series of Seven) LITTLE MYSTERY MOUNTAIN 


It is morning time, and the nameless woman in common clothes 
awakens and does not reveal her identity. The sensei remains 
nameless, also, and is nowhere to be found. The princess is 
surrounded by nature and its sounds. Everything has been provided 
for her selection. Tea is ready. A small, bamboo window frames a 
majestic view of Little Mystery Mountain in the distance. A fine line 
path can be seen winding to the top of the mountain. 

The sound massage of the ocean waves soothes her heartbeat, but 
she is excited to reach the mountain. What is the mystery of the 
mountain? It is more than just a healing view for the soul. The 
samurai spirits, young and old, have gained the wordless answer 
from their journeys. Now, the princess and the samurai prepare to 
experience the mountain together. The princess hopes for 
enlightenment. The already enlightened samurai only points to the 
way. Yet, there are no two experiences alike as each visit is a gift 
from destiny’s invitation. 

The princess has no concern for her appearance or dress. This is the 
first step toward her first step forward. The samurai awaits her arrival 
at the bottom of the mountain path just beyond nature’s trail of 
scenes that the princess will experience on the way to the samurai. 
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Episode Three (A Series of Seven) TEAR OF HOPE 




Chimes are heard tingling in a steady breeze through the last set of 
trees. The princess has arrived to the foot of Little Mystery Mountain 
where the samurai awaits holding two broomsticks. They must sweep 
the stone walkway toward the pathway for more awareness and focus. 
This also represents sweeping the heart from any expectations along 
the way. The samurai will observe the princess as she sweeps away 
and shows a face of readiness. 

The samurai does not reveal his awareness to everything around 
them, but is also focused upon which foot the princess begins the 
onward journey up the multilevel path that has different degrees of 
panoramic vision. 

Observing the inclined angle of the ground, the samurai carefully 
grins as the princess correctly chooses to begin on the left foot 
forward. Her breathing and wandering look tells the samurai that 
patience is not fully evident in order for her body to relax with more 
calmness of mind. She will need more rest soon. 

A tear of hope appears on her face. The samurai knows that her first 
glance of scenic view is over a distant, rice field where families are 
toiling together. Hidden feelings are returning to her memory. More 
tears follow. The healing has begun for the princess. 
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Episode Four (A Series of Seven) THOUGHTS INTO BALANCE 



The samurai always stands tall in his spirit and views all things 
around the princess, wearing common clothes and remaining 
nameless. However, with total instinct from training, the samurai is 
quite aware of his sword’s position and hidden weapons that are only 
for necessary challenge in order to protect the princess from harm 
during her unaware bliss and enlightenment. It has begun for her, 
and the samurai’s strength and honor is far more powerful than his 
slight showing of weaponry that has also been mastered at the top of 
Little Mystery Mountain. Silence and stillness is the respect he gives 
to the princess for her own revelations. He moves just as graceful, 
but with bushido face so as not to disturb the princess and her calm 
surrender of harmony with the rice field families. Neither know of 
each other’s presence. This is the answer that the Little Mystery 
Mountain offers. Yet, the mountain is only there. The divine nature of 
all things welcome her quest to this moment. The samurai lowers his 
head. If only all people could see what he sees within, with or without 
a mountain. As for the princess, her common clothes and 
namelessness have opened her soul. The mountain only assists in 
raising her higher consciousness. Now, she is determined to reach 
the top of Little Mystery Mountain to elevate her thoughts into 
balance. There is more to see, but she tells the samurai it is time to 
return to the bamboo window and reflect for more and appreciate 
what has overcome her distortions of royalty. 
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Episode Five (A Series of Seven) SWORDS OF SUNLIGHT 



The princess awakens from her dreams of returning to Little Mystery 
Mountain. As before, the samurai is nowhere in sight, but all things 
are prepared and ready for the princess to begin her morning journey. 

Of course, as she returns to the samurai with two brooms, the 
sweeping will commence to focus again. She appreciates the 
samurai’s sweeping, also. He knows the importance of daily 
discipline, no matter how much or how little enlightenment has 
revealed itself at any point in connection. 

Beyond the distant, rice fields, she continues being the nameless 
woman in common clothes. The samurai observes that she takes 
fresh steps along the pathway. Yet, her anticipation of what will be 
the next view from higher up the mountain tends to interfere with her 
goal of calm discipline. The samurai squints his eyes to her while 
holding his right hand over his chest to demonstrate slower breathing 
patterns to the princess. Little Mystery Mountain becomes steeper. 
There is no clear view for the princess to experience at this time. 

Whispering wind caresses the princess as she steps onward. 
Suddenly, swords of sunlight shoot over the horizon blinding her 
vision. The samurai steadily walks without hesitation, so she follows 
blindly. She knows the samurai knows what is to come. 
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Episode Six (A Series of Seven) REBIRTH 

What a heavenly view! The princess sees through the sun rays as the 
light dances shimmering over a winding river with a flock of birds 



soaring above and flying toward her. Tears of joy flow down both 
cheeks of the princess. She stands, still in awe, as a rush of peace 
consumes her inner being like syrup. All the while, the samurai keeps 
his eyes closed. The view is already within him. He slowly opens his 
eyes gazing upon the princess, portraying a nameless woman in 
common clothes, that has entered into a new enlightenment of 
harmony with all things with no need for the title of princess. Little 
Mystery Mountain has delivered her to the here and now. 

And now, she sits on a large stone to ponder this moment that has 
reunited her with the self spirit cleansed of misconceptions. This 
awakening will be remembered as she returns to being princess 
again. 

The remaining day seems to slip back in her memory after returning 
to the bamboo window. The window is only a frame to a limited view. 
She realizes that this new balance of realization will serve her and 
others better as a princess. It is a rebirth. 
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Episode Seven (A Series of Seven) FOREVER FRIENDS 


This is where the story never ends. The nameless woman exchanges 
her common clothes for royal dress. In the mirror, for the first time, 
she sees herself unchanged in royal clothes. Within, the princess 



relies on her whole being renewed. It is not something to put on or 
remove, like clothing. She has truly crowned her ability to lead the 
people with simple acceptance. 

The samurai assists her to the shore for the journey home. The 
special boat will take her back to the place that will be filled with more 
understanding. Destiny for greatness awaits her, because it is not the 
samurai or any desires that guide her anymore. Little Mystery 
Mountain only guided her for the moment without any guarantee of 
enlightenment. 

A connection with the Great Spirit sets her free from control. Life’s 
adventures will be far more meaningful to the princess. The samurai 
knows his life has assisted another spirit. The princess knows her 
life will assist others with more clarity. 

The princess and the samurai are forever friends. 

End. 
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